MANISTEE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
Meeting of Thursday, July 9, 2020
Time: 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Council Chambers, City Hall, 70 Maple Street,
Manistee, Michigan 49660

AGENDA
| Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance

] Roll Call

il Approval of Agenda
At this time the Planning Commission can take action to approve the July 9, 2020 Agenda.

IV Approval of Minutes
At this time Planning Commission can approve the June 4, 2020 minutes.

v Public Hearing
No Public Hearing tonight.

VI Public Comment on Agenda Related items
All comments and handouts from the speaker at the pedium will go through the Chair, also there will not be any interaction between
the podium and audience If thase rules cannot be followed, the Chair can terminate this portion of the meeting
{Usually a limit of between 3-5 mins to address Planning Commission).

VIl New Business
o 537 Cypress 5t, Parcel # 51-51-654-703-07, 6-month update.
24 Arthur 5t. SUP transfer request.
DDA letter for support.
Building character and orientation.

Vill Old Business
e Short - term rentals
o Village of Pentwater
=  Memo to City Council
¢ Sign Ordinance
* Amendments to Z0
o Master list and when to call public hearing.
s Lower Story Dwelling
= Fences
®»  Patios
» Site Plan Review Committee
o Dumpsters, Pads, screenings, and enforcement.
®  Dumpster letter to City Council.
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IX  Public Comments and Communications
At this time the Chair will ask if there are any public comments.
{Usually a limit of between 3-S mins to address Planning Commission).

X Correspondence
At this time the Chair will ask if any correspondence has been received to be read into the record.

e Beckett&Raeder letter
¢ Kerry Gavigan Email

Xl Staff Reports

Xl Members Discussion
At this time the Chair will ask members of the Planning Commission if they have any items they want to discuss.

Xl  Adjournment
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CITY OF MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION
70 Maple Street
Manistee, MI 49660

MEETING MINUTES
June 4, 2020

A meeting of the Manistee City Planning Commission was held on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 7
pm by teleconferencing, Manistee, Michigan.

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Chair Wittlieff followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  Bob Slawinski, Michael Szymanski, Pamela Weiner, Shelly Memberto and
Mark Wittlieff

Members Absent: Marlene McBride and Roger Yoder

Others: Rob Carson (County Planning Director), Mike Szokola (Planner 1/ City
Zoning) and Nancy Baker (Recording Secretary)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Commissioner Szymanski, second by Commissioner Slawinski to approve the June 4,
2020 Agenda as printed.

With a Roll Calt vote this motion passed 5 to 0.
Yes: Slawinski, Szymanski, Weiner, Memberto and Wittlieff
No: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
There were no corrections or additions to the minutes.

Motion by Commissioner Slawinski, seconded by Commissioner Szymanski to approve the
May 7, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting minutes as presented.

With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0.
Yes: Slawinski, Szymanski, Weiner, Memberto and Wittlieff
No: None

PUBLIC HEARING
None

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA RELATED ITEMS
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Tom Amor, 432 4" Street, representing Amour Sign Studios. He read a letter he sent to Thad
Taylor, City Manager, outlining his concerns about a model ordinance. 1) the model ordinance
introduced as APA is not this, it is the Montgomery County Planning Commission ordinance
from the east coast (Pennsylvania) which the APA and ISA jointly developed, and 2) he
referenced the items the present sign ordinance is lacking: an incomplete list of definitions and
the PC’s desire to move away from pole signs. He disagrees with what the PC stated was the
primary trigger for rewriting the ordinance. He stated it was the difference of opinions of how
to measure the square footage for a sign on the side of a building. The model ordinance he
presented is a blend of APA, SRF (Signage Research Foundation) and ISA {International Sign
Association) by the University of Cincinnati. End of letter.

He strongly urged the PC to consider adopting the model sign code he presented at several past
meetings and to hold a public meeting/work session. The model ordinance presented by staff is
large and he has not had the opportunity to look it over for making his recommendations.

NEW BUSINESS

Memo regarding direction and updates from City Council

Chair Wittlieff commented on a memo dated May 11t%", 2020. The memo was included in the
packet and all members voiced they received and read the memo.

Chair Wittlieff commented a few days after this (the 15%), -] called the City Manager to discuss
this memo and what we wanted; updates from DPW, City Manager, and direction from City
Council. The response [ received from the City Manager is very disappointing and I'm really
upset about it. He stated to me- this is a lot of work to send out an update which is ridiculous to
me. He is getting paid to do this, to perform his job, in which | haven’t received any update
from the City Manager, and | don’t know if anyone on the Commission has seen an update of
what’s going on in the street work. He stated to me that he would have Rob or Mike do the
updates, which | refused. | told him it is not their job to do the updates. | told them it is not
their job to update us with city functions, it's his job to do that. Then he said maybe | will have
Mick Szymanki do it and | referred this is not Mick’s job to update us, that it is his job. | did
reach out to several city council members and they gave me their support to have this done. So,
Mick, | didn’t get a chance to talk to you, but [ can talk to you later about it. | guess you know
my feelings now. The City Manager should “get off the pot” and do his job.

Commissioner Szymanki has asked the City Manager for his weekly updates. Not all things he
states to the City Council is pertinent to the Planning Commission. He could send this to Rob
and Mark. Chair Wittlieff further commented that he himself sends a daily update to the
employees at his job and it takes about 2 minutes. He received an email update from one City
Council member, which was a forwarded email from the City Manager from the Spicer Group. A
small update is all that is needed; however, the City Manager does not want to do this. We are
doing our best to serve the community. We are not updated to what’s going on. Commissioner
Slawinski stated the Council receives a memo from the City Manager and all that is needed is to
delete the paragraphs that do not pertain to the Planning Commission and substitute who this
would be sent it.
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Fences

Mr. Szokola stated permits for fences where no longer required as of 6/16/2017. Fences must
still comply with the ordinance, Section SO8 Fences. This needs to be placed under exemptions
in the ordinance. The ordinance should contain wording that does not allow fences to be placed
close to property lines, even if property limits allow it in such a way as to impede access to the
physical structure of the adjoining property.

The Planning Commission agreed to obtain legal opinion regarding this matter.

A description of fences/hedges along the sidewalks should be included in the ordinance. Many
municipalities have language in their ordinance that fences, and hedges are treated the same.
Mr. Carson stated he was informed by the past city zoning administrator fence requirements
were removed because of the workload and the need for a survey. Removing the permitting for
a fence removed the liability for the city in a case that has a civil issue between adjacent
property owners.

Mr. Szokola advised putting together a list of amendments for the attorney.

Patios

Mr. Szokola stated other municipalities patio permits are exempt if they are under 200 square
feet. He recommended a change of language be added to Article Five, General Provision,
Section 502, subsection D, subsubsection 3: e. Patios, built at grade, built no closer than 3-feet
to the property line, not exceeding 200 square feet and not exceeding the Parcels “Maximum
Lot Coverage” for the district in which it resides.

If desired this fence exempt language could be placed under Section 502 as “f”.

The Planning Commission agreed to have this added to the amendments for the ordinance to
be passed at a later date.

Site Plan Review Committee

Mr. Szokola stated the city is to conform to the Ready Redevelopment Communities (RRC). The
RRC requirement come from the state. We must define for RRC, what a site review committee
consists of and who is on it. They are requiring an actual definition. This will be an amendment
to the zoning ordinance. The actual definition is mentioned in the letter to the PC, dated May
26, 2020. This will be put on the master plan list for Mr. Saylor to review. The amendments
reviewed by Mr. Saylor will be placed on a meeting agenda.

The Planning Commission agreed with the amendment as presented. All committee members
will be required to respond to a site plan review with their comments which are to be recorded
in writing, including any committee member having no comment or input.

OLD BUSINESS

Short Term Rentals; Village of Pentwater

Mr. Szokola presented a copy of the Short-Term Rental Ordinance from the Village of
Pentwater, per the suggestion of a Planning Commissioner, as an example to examine and
possibly use as a building block for the city’s short-term rental ordinance. At this time, the PC
are waiting for recommendation from City Council before moving forward. The City Manager
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stated it is premature to move forward with the ordinance. The short-term rental ordinance will
be placed on the next City Council work session agenda. Several commissioners voiced they
liked the sample ordinance as it a well written document, is reasonable and not radical. There is
a housing shortage in this area with some renting pushing out working class families/individuals
as they cannot afford to live here. It was agreed that having an ordinance would allow some
control over short-term rentals. Mr. Szokola has a contact who will be compiling a presentation
of all website listings of short-term rentals for this area. Date of this presentation is currently
unknown. Mr, Carson recommended a codified ordinance as planning staff is not available for
evening or weekend violation enforcement. The presented sample ordinance will be sent to
Thad Taylor, City Manager to be included in the upcoming City Council work session. It was
requested to present the Pentwater sample ordinance and a past slideshow presented by Mr.
Szokola.

Amendments to Z0

Master list and when to call public hearings

There are a large number of amendments that need to be presented at a public hearing. Due to
the many amendments, they will be separated and compiled onto several lists. The PC will
review this list, so the amendments listed are not all large and/or controversial items are placed
together.

Lower-Story Dwelling

Mr. Szokola stated he added the Lower-Story Dwelling amendment document to the master
list. This document of Section 1505 Lower- Story Dwellings was distributed to the PC for their
review.

Dumpsters, Pads, Screenings, and Enforcement

Mr. Szokola stated many complaints of dumpsters have been received. Many dumpster owners
claim to be grandfathered in. He read the written comment from the city attorney that
dumpster locations do not involve a structure and is not a legal conforming use, therefore the
city can proceed with enforcement through the zoning ordinance. The dumpsters in question
are commercial dumpsters. He suggested a notice be placed in the paper allowing for
corrections to be made in a certain timeframe. The city could be divided into districts to handle
the enforcement. He recommends seeking City Council support with a time frame for dumpster
owners to comply. A compliance letter along with a copy of the ordinance could be sent to the
violator(s). Compliance options and the need to develop a plan with a time frame will be
considered. The PC will seek the support of the City Council regarding this matter. It was
suggested the PC take pictures of violations, record the location of them and send this
information to the city zoning administrator.

Sign Ordinance (Model Ordinance)

The model ordinance is only a starting point. This is for review and to work off. There will be a
work session for this. There has been no direction from City Council to move forward at this
point. Qutside lighting on a business is a separate standard of the sign section. The city may
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need to be divided into areas due to the different area characters. Photo shots of different
types of signs will be helpful in knowing what type of signs are best for an area, or what types
should not be allowed in an area. This process will take time, but the work process will begin
only after City Council agrees to moving forward with this.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Tom Amor, 432 4t Street, disagrees with which model code to start with. A purpose of a sign
should be staged at the start of the ordinance. Things need to be done in a legal manner. Care
must be taken to word the definitions correctly. It is the wrong approach to put the definitions
at the start of the ordinance. He suggested to start with looking at the Signage Research
Foundation (SRF) model code.

CORRESPONDENCE

Tracey Lindeman, 308 River Street, requested this property be changed from commercial to
mixed-use. The PC is working on the lower-story dwelling ordinance. The property in question
would automatically be reclassified when the lower-story dwelling issue is addressed, and the
ordinance is amended.

STAFF REPORTS

100 square foot or less accessory buildings

Mr. Szokola stated many city residences are on the understanding a 100 square foot building or
tess does not require a permit. A permit is needed for this. A discussion ensued regarding
permitting or not permitting a building of this size along with other factors and/or stipulations.
Presently the ordinance does not address this situation.

MEMBERS DISCUSSION

Chair Wittlieff stated a permit was issued to Wild Bill Smoke Shop December 2019. This permit
was for a 6-month extension to clean up and make necessary repairs to the sign. To date this
has not been accomplished. Mr. Carson suggested sending a notice of non-compliance and 30-
days to come into compliance to include language of possibly revoking the special use permit.
Discussion regarding the lighting on the building ensued. Mr. Szokola stated lighting on business
buildings is not well addressed in the ordinance.

Motion by Commissioner Slawinski, seconded by Commissioner Weiner to send a written notice
of non-compliance with 30-days to address the sign clean-up and repairs.

With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0.
Yes: Slawinski, Szymanski, Weiner, Memberto and Wittlieff
No: None

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Commissioner Szymanski, seconded by Commissioner Memberto, to adjourn the
meeting.
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MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. Meeting adjourned at 9:32 pm.
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on July 9, 2020.

MANZ pw

Nanéy Baker,(éjcording Secretary
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manistee

Planning Commission

Mike Szokola

JUIV 1,2020 Manistee County Planner
395 314 5t

Planning Commission Manistee, Ml 49660
70 Maple St. 231723.6041
Manistee, Ml 49660 planning@manisteecountymi gav

www.manisteem gov

Dear Planning Commissioners,

The Planning Commission had requested | inspect and write a letter to the owner of parcel # 51-
51-654-703-07 or addressed as 537 Cypress 5t. The property owner was granted a SUP by the Planning
Commission contingent on all the required sign improvements being completed within 6 months. |
inspected the property on June 16, 2020, after the 6 months had expired. The pictures from that
inspection have been added to this memo. The SUP was written in such a way that | have decided that |
could not determine if the sign improvements met the Planning Commission’s requirements and that it
would be best to have the Planning Commission make that determination. | then invited the owner to
this meeting to answer any question the Planning Commission may have.

Please see the attached pictures and bring any questions or concerns to the scheduled meeting.
| have also attached a copy of the SUP that was originally issues, pictures, sign permit and original site
plan.

Sincerely,

Mike Szokola
Manistee County Planner



manistee

Planning Department

Mike Szokola

June 16, 2020 Manistee County Planner
395 3% st

Joann Krus Living Trust Manistee, M1 49660
8903 Maidens Rd 231.723.6041
Bear Lake, MI 49614 planning@manisteecountymi.gov

WwWw._manisteemtgov

In Reference to the Special Use Permit for Property 537 Cypress Street
Dear Property Owner,

On Dacember 11, 2019 your property at 537 Cypress Street in Manistee, Michigan was granted a
Special Use Permit or SUP. One of the stipulations of the SUP were that:

* After a 6-month period of the SUP being granted it must be reviewed by the Zoning
Administrator and possibly Planning Commission to go over items including:
o Main sign improvements and making parking poles in front of parcel
straighter and visibly "attractive" i.e. consistent/fresh paint color.

The é-month period ended on June 11, 2020. As of the writing of this letter the required review
has not taken place. If the parcel is not made visibly more attractive via the stipulations of the granting
of the SUP, the SUP can be revoked, and all uses granted via the SUP would need to cease. The Planning
Commisston has requested that this review take place at their July 9, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting.
if you do not attend the July 9, 2020 meeting, the Planning Commission can move forward with revoking
your permit.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me via phone or email.

Sincerely,

i S

Manistee County Planner
City of Manistee Zoning Administrator



SPECIAL USE PERMIT

CITY OF MANISTEE
395 Third Street
Manistee, Michigan 49660

This SPECIAL USE PERMIT, herein after referred to as the permit, is granted pursuant to the authority granted in
Article 18: Standards and Requirements for Special Uses, of the Manistee City Zoning Ordinance, effective March
27, 2006.

Name of Property Owner/Permit Holder: Joann Krus Trust
Mailing Address: 537 Cypress St.
Manistee, Ml 49660

Description of Property affected by Special Use Permit: Parcel #51-654-703-07

HART + CUTCHEONS 5UB OF LOTS 12 THRU 19 OF W MAGILLS ADD LOT 14 BLOCK 1 P.ADDR: 537 CYPRESS
ST [[SALE(94) 3601 0671 {98) 3677 0110 (99} 3703 0100

Description of Special Use Granted, as Permitted in Article #18
Section #1823 Convenience Store, Section #1874 Professional Office, Section #1876 Professional Service Establishment,
Section #1877 Retail Business

Special Use Permit Application #PZ219-096
Approved by the Planning Commission on December 5, 2019

PERMIT CONDITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS:
This permit is issued, subject to the following conditions and/or requirements as contained in Article 18, Section
1855:

CONDITIONS:

¢ Special uses include retail business, commercial store, professional office space,

professional service establishment.

Parking and signage size discrepancies grandfathered in.

Any future changes to the parcel including specific signs must come to the planning and

zoning department for review and permitting and possibly Planning Commission.

¢ After a 6-month period of the SUP being granted it must be reviewed by the Zoning
Administrator and possibly Planning Commission to go over items including:

o Sign improvements and making parking poles straighter and visibly attractive

*

...

*
’.O



TRANSFER OF PERMIT
This permit is transferable only in accordance with Article 18, Section 1801.H of the ordinance.

EXPIRATION OF PERMIT (as per Article 18 Section 1801.1}:
A Special Use permit shall be valid for as long as the approved use continues in accordance with the terms and
conditions of the approved permit. The Special Use permit will expire on the accurrence of one or more of the
following conditions:

1. If replaced or superseded by a subsequent permitted use or Special Use permit.

2. If the applicant requests the rescinding of the Special Use permit.

3. If a condition of approval included stipulation to expire the Special Use permit by a certain date.

4. |[f the use is abandoned, moved or vacated for a period of one year.

VIOLATIONS OF PERMIT (see Article 18 Section 1801.1):

Any violation of the terms, conditions or limitations of a Special Use permit shall be cause for revocation or
suspension of the permit. The Planning Commission may either revoke or suspend, pending correction of the
violation, any Special Use permit. The act to revoke or suspend the permit shall occur after giving notice to the
permit holder, specifying the alleged violation(s) and disclosing when a hearing will be held on the matter. The
notice shall be delivered by registered mail. Any interested party may appear in person or by attorney at the
hearing. The act to revoke or suspend the permit shall occur after or at the hearing on the matter. Before revoking
or suspending the permit, the Planning Commission shall make a finding that a material violation of the Special
Use permit exists. The permit holder shall be given reasonable opportunity to correct the violation(s).

CERTIFICATION OF PERMIT

The above SPECIAL USE PERMIT was granted by the Manistee City Planning Commission pursuant to the
requirements of the Manistee City Zoning Ordinance.

DATE OF APPROVAL: CITY OF MANISTEE

STATE OF MICHIGAN )

) SS.
COUNTY OF MANISTEE ) Kyle Storey Date
Manistee County Planner |
On , 2019, before me, a Notary Public in and for said County, personally appeared Kyle Storey

to me known to be the same person described in and who executed the within instrument, who acknowledged
the same to be his free act and deed.

Notary’s
Stamp
(Notary's name, county, acting in County, Notary’s Signature
and Date Commission expires)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT & RECEIPT OF PERMIT




| (we) the undersign do hereby certify that | am (we are) the person(s) listed above as the special use permit
holders of their authorized legal representative. | {we) do further certify that | (we) have read, understand and
agree to comply with all the requirements and conditions of this permit, as listed above and in the Manistee City
Zoning Ordinance.

STATE OF MICHIGAN ]
) SS.
COUNTY OF MANISTEE |

Joann Krus Date

On , 2019, before me, a Notary Public in and for said County, personally appeared Joann Krus,
to me known to be the same person described in and who executed the within instrument, who acknowledged
the same to be his/her free act and deed.

Notary's
Stamp
(Notary’s name, county, acting in County, Notary’s Signature
and Date Commission expires)

Prepared by:

Kyle Storey

Manistee County Planner |
395 Third St.

Manistee, Ml 49660












